LATIN America has always been the happy hunting
ground for dictators, or for what a Venezuelan writer
has described as "democratic imperialism3. If it were
possible to go back far enough into the past, and if the
history of the ages that preceded Columbus were freed
from the unsubstantial hypotheses that too often en-
cumber it, we should doubtless readily perceive that,
well before the arrival of the Spaniards and the Portu-
guese, the great empires established by their predecessors
were founded on individual government of a kind which,
contrary to what the earliest historians of the period have
assumed, was nearly always opposed to hereditary
monarchy.
It is not our intention to go back to those remote ages
in which truth and fable are intermingled. As with all
the peoples of the earth, the races of Southern and Central
America had their eponymous heroes, half-mythical
beings who appear to have exercised what we in these
days should call a dictatorship, except that we must add
to the ordinary meaning of the word a certain religious
implication. Thus the Aztecs, whose imposing Empire
extended from the Yucatan peninsula over the whole of
Mexico, recognized Tenoch as the heroic founder of their
nation, that Tenoch who died in the middle of the
fourteenth century. It may have been to Tenoch that
they owed their constitution, a signally cruel one be it
noted, which had to adapt itself as best it could to the
rule of a single supreme head. It was under his leader-
ship that the little tribe of Aztecs succeeded in making
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